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Sawyer	 interprets	 this	 event	 as	 a	 larger	 instance	 of	 indigenous	 collective	
action	aimed	at	reconfiguring	the	“material,	political,	and	symbolic	meanings	





which	were	opposed	by	many	 indigenous	people.	 	Sawyer	understands	 this	
























production	 force.	 	Chapter	 5,	 on	 “Contested	Terrain,”	 explores	 the	 1994	
“Mobilization	for	Life,”	a	ten-day	stretch	of	national	roadblocks	that	joined	
indigenous	 and	nonindigenous	 campesino	 opposition	 to	 the	new	 land	 laws.	
Sawyer’s	main	interest	in	this	chapter	is	the	analysis	of	how	a	law	that	strove	
to	neutralize	threatening	cultural	difference	actually	had	the	countereffect	of	
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conduct	 of	 conduct,”	 a	 phrase	 that	 reappears	 continuously	 throughout	 the	
book—operates	productively	at	the	most	minute	levels	of	practice.		Consider	
the	following	passage:
In essence, then, transnational capital did more than simply employ indigenous 
bodies to be docile spectators and cheap labor.  It simultaneously was engaged 
in a project to shape and to govern the capacities, choices, and wills of subjects 
to conform to a neoliberal reason.  The liberal logic of capital accumulation that 
informed ARCO’s practices intruded ever more intensely into local people’s 
lives and shifted the terms of debate around identity, rights, and representation. 
This logic (regardless of how flawed) was profoundly positive—in the techni-
cal rather than the ethical sense.  Through the creative alignment of interests, 
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objects, institutions, and bodies, ARCO produced (with the blessing of state 
agencies) new identities, dispositions, senses of knowing, and possibilities of 
being among indigenous peoples in Pastaza (p. 9).




suggesting	 that	 such	 a	 transformation	must	 be	 the	 case,	 rather	 than	 how,	
when,	and	where	it	 is	 the	case.	 	Crude Chronicles has	very	 little	“traditional”	

















and	 society,	which	deals	with	many	 of	 the	 same	 individuals,	 communities,	
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